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The next question is, “what evidence does the Bible provide that must was fermented into wine?” There are 
numerous examples, but the prominent one is the Gospel of St. Matthew 9:17, “People do not put new wine into old 
wineskins. Otherwise the skins burst, the wine spills out, and the skins are ruined. Rather, they put new wine into 
fresh wineskins, and both are reserved.” (New American Bible - Saint Joseph Edition, 1987) As the wine ferments 
alcohol and carbon dioxide are produced. New wineskins are pliable and can expand to accommodate the build-up 
of carbon dioxide. In this passage Christ is referencing the fermentation process and thus proving new wine (aka 
grape juice or must) was fermented into wine during His time on Earth. During my research I did not find any article 
that adequately explained this passage away in favor of the temperance agenda. 

What was the purpose for making wine or any alcoholic beverage? The answer is twofold. The first part of the 
answer is food preservation. Before the invention of refrigeration in the 19th century food spoilage was a major 
concern. One method employed the use of an agent to eliminate or control bacterial growth in food. Alcohol is an 
effective agent to preserve food especially in liquids. (Natural food preservatives, 2014) The alcohol extended the 
shelf life of the beverage to be preserved for later consumption. The second part of the answer is food safety. The 
water supply up until the turn of the 20th century could be quite unsafe to drink especially in urban areas. Alcohol 
controls harmful bacteria making wine a safer alternative then water to drink. 

I’m not advocating consuming alcoholic beverages. Rather, I’m putting the subject into proper perceptive. The 
Bible does not prohibit the consumption of wine or other alcoholic beverages. Rather, Scripture is quite clear on the 
abuse of alcohol as stated in Proverbs 20:1, “Wine is arrogant, strong drink is riotous; none who are intoxicated by 
them are wise.” (New American Bible - Saint Joseph Edition, 1987) The Bible in this passage warns against over 
indulging in alcoholic beverages, not the prohibition. 

Some individuals twist around what the Bible says about the use of alcohol especially in the area of new wine. 
The reasons given result from a misunderstanding of ancient Hebrew and Greek terms for wine making without 
really understanding what they mean. Furthermore, the temperance propagandists do not understand how the 
fermentation process for wine works or food preservation techniques before the advent of refrigeration. As it was in 
Biblical times as it is today wine is a fermented beverage no matter what it is called. Thus, the new wine paradox is 
an endeavor in mental gymnastics to warp what the Bible says to fit a personal agenda. 
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DEGREE CEREMONIES 

First Degree Ceremony: 21 July 2014. Location: Council 15250, Ft. Bragg, NC. For more details go to: 
http://www.kofcnc.org/09_10Files/calendar.htm?pli=1 

Third Degree Ceremony: 9 August 2014. Location: Council 7184, Hendersonville, NC. For more details go to: 
http://www.kofcnc.org/09_10Files/calendar.htm?pli=1 

Third Degree Ceremony: 13 September 2014. Location: Council 7225, Lumberton, NC. For more details go to: 
http://www.kofcnc.org/09_10Files/calendar.htm?pli=1 
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As the Carmelites expanded through the Americas and the world they brought the Rule of St. Albert with them. 
The Rule consists of 24 chapters detailing the life of a Carmelite and a Carmelite Community. Like the Rules of 
other monastic orders, the Rule of St. Albert details fasting, a strong work ethic, and time to pray. 

The Carmelite Order has a long and usual history. This Order was not founded by one person, but by a group of 
individuals who wanted to be closer to God. Also, the Carmelite Order did originate in Western Europe, but the 
Holy Land. The Carmelites expanded over the centuries and survived the turmoil of the late Middle Ages. The Order 
spread to the Americas and throughout the world. Three internet sources I found interesting are the 
CARMELITENET http://carmelnet.org/, Carmelite Monks http://www.carmelitemonks.org/index.php, and Order of 
Carmelites http://www.carmelites.net/. I hope you find these resources useful and use them to further your own 
research on the Carmelite Monastic Order. 
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IN MEMORIAM: 
Please keep in your prayers for the repose of the souls of: 

Deceased Knights of Columbus and U.S. Armed Forces 

ARTICLES FROM THE ASSEMBLY MEMBERSHIP 
Any Sir Knight who wants to submit an article to the Newsletter, turn the article into Faithful Scribe SK Chris 
Cooper at the next Assembly meeting or send it via email to COOP5614@yahoo.com. 


